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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 16, 17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Katayama et al. J.P. Publication No. 09-054977. 

Regarding claim 1, Katayama et al. discloses an aperture limiting element (15) that has a 
wavelength selectivity (see for example Figs. 1-2), comprising: an aperture (slot 20) that is an 
open space of a specified size (2b) formed in a substrate (22); and in an area outside the aperture 
and that surrounds the aperture, a light filter (filter 22) is provided wherein light of a specified 
wavelength (A,l-635nm) is transmitted, and light of a wavelength (X2-785nm) is prevented from 
passing straight through (see [0017]-[0018]), 

wherein said aperture limiting element is used in an optical pickup device that can read 
two types of recording media and the wavelength used to read a particular type of optical 
recording medium is selected in accordance with the type of optical recording medium to be read 
(Although this limitation is merely an intended use limitation in which the element is intended to 
be used and which does not distinguish the claimed element and for instance from the prior art of 
Katayama, It is further noted that Katayama discloses selecting the wavelength between module 
1 1 and module 12 used to read a particular type of optical recording medium; [0013]-[0014]). 
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Regarding claim 2, Katayama et al. discloses wherein: the light of wavelength (X2) that is 
prevented from passing straight through is blocked, wherein (X\ < X2) (see [0018). 

Regarding claim 4, Katayama et al. discloses wherein the construction is such that the 
difference in the optical path length of light of the first wavelength (XX) that is transmitted by the 
substrate and said filter versus the optical path length of light of the first wavelength (XI) that 
passes through the open space of said aperture is m. XI, where m is a positive integer (See 
[0017], is constructed such that phase compensation is provided by 23 adjusting the phase 
contrast, hence compensating for difference in path length multiplied positively to the XI 
wavelength). 

Regarding claim 16, 17 and 19, Katayama et al. an optical pickup device (Fig. 1) that 
includes an objective lens (16), an optical pickup element (13; 14), and the aperture limiting 
element according (15) to claims 1, 2 or 4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Katayama et al. 
(J.P. Publication No. 09-054977) in view of Kadowaki et al. (Patent Application Publication 
2001/0036142). 

Katayama et al. discloses all the limitations according to claim 16 as outlined above and 
further discloses wherein the objective lens (16) is a positive lens having a convex surface 
(Shown in Fig. 1) on the light-source (11; 12) side, but fails to disclose that the convex surface is 
inserted into the open space of the aperture. 

However, this feature is well known in the art and is evidenced by Kadowaki et al. (142), 
which discloses an optical pickup including an objective lens (19) and an aperture-limiting 
element (20) arranged so that the convex surface is inserted into an open space of the aperture 
(see Fig., 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art to arrange the objective 
lens such that that the convex surface is inserted into the open space of an aperture limiting 
member in order to reduce the thickness of the optical pickup device when providing the 
objective lens inserted into an open space of the aperture, thereby maximizing the space in the 
optical pickup device. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JORGE L. ORTIZ CRIADO whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7624. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri 10:00 am- 6:30 pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrea L. Wellington can be reached on (571) 272-4483. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jorge L Ortiz-Criado/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



